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Climate Change and
the Mission of Muslim
Society

Climate change, especially global warming, has
started to become more and more severe continuously.
For this reason, the United Nations (UN) recommends that
all countries should set targets to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, which is the cause of global warming, to zero net
by 2050. According to the data from Climate Watch 2018,
Thailand ranks 20" in the world’s greenhouse gas emissions,
or around 0.8 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions.
Thus, this is the reason behind Thailand’s Prime Minister’s
pledge in solving the problem of climate change. The target
of this action plan is to lead the country to achieve carbon
neutrality goal by 2050, and the country must achieve a net
zero greenhouse gas emissions goal by 2065, according
to the speech in the 26" Conference of the Parties of the

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP26) in

Glasgow Scotland on November 1, 2021 [1]
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Global warming is a phenomenon that occurs because the Earth
is unable to radiate the heat from the sun’s rays normally. As a
result, the average global temperature rises, causing the world’s
climate to alter. The main cause is the emissions of greenhouse
gases from natural and human activities such as carbon dioxide
emissions caused by burning fuels, industrial plants, deforesta-
tion, methane from the decomposition of living organisms in
waterlogged areas, sewage treatment ponds, nitrous oxide from
industries using nitric acid in the production process, and the use
of nitrogen fertilizers in agricultures, etc. [2] All of these result in
melting glaciers, breaking polar ice, increasing temperature of
permafrost, rising sea level, altering of ecosystems and climates.
These deliver a wide impact on plants, animals, and humans [3].
The teachings of Islam encourage human to maintain good rela-
tionship with one’s self, society, and environment. This is the duty
that one must take responsibility and work together to protect and
maintain these relationships. Islam teaches that the ones who can
destroy resources and the environment are “humans,” as stated

in the Quran:
“Evil has occurred both on the land and at

the sea because of men’s deeds”

(Quran 30:41).
Human beings are sometimes influenced by the lower self. And
the never-ending needs lead humans to destroy societies and
his surrounding environment, or even themselves. Concerning

this, the Quran says

“And if the truth had accorded with their
desires, the heavens and the earth and

everything in it will surely be destroyed”

(Quran 23:71).
Therefore, this is considered a main mission of Muslim societies
in which they should cooperate with international communities to
create peaceful systems and processes in the world, as suggests
in the Quran that
“And We have not sent you (Muhammad) for
anything else, except as mercy to the whole
world.”

(Quran 21: 107) [4]
This cooperation is for the sake of natural resources and
environmental management, especially on climate change
prevention, to prevent global warming caused by greenhouse
gas emissions from human. This is a culture and a way of life that

Muslim societies must focus on.
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